
Fertilizing  
For most bulbs, it’s important to fertilize during 
the period of active growth (instead of during 
pre-dormancy), stop when flowers form, and 
leave the bulbs’ foliage in place after all their 
blooming has finished. An organic fertilizer 
such as 3-5-3 works well.  Be careful not to 
over fertilize as over-fertilization can lead to 
lots of foliage and no blooms.  The leaves of 
these plants will manufacture nutrients and 
store them underground in the bulb, new corm 
or tuber, allowing it to grow and bloom the 
following season. After a month or so, the foli-
age will yellow and wither away. Do trim away 
any spent seedpods and flowers after bloom, 
leaving the foliage to do its work. 
 

Dividing 
Always divide bulbs when they are dormant.  
Never divide when they are blooming or have 
foliage.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leucojum aestivum 

Reasons for Bulbs Not Blooming 
If the bulb produced foliage, but did not bloom, 
it probably means that it got too much or too 
little sun or water.   Move it to a new location 
with at least six hours of sun when the foliage 
is up and adequate water. 

It is the purpose of the demonstration garden 
to create an environment that informs our 
community and illustrates environmentally 
sound methods of gardening in an atmos-
phere of collaboration and enrichment.  
 
The garden is an ongoing project demonstrat-
ing the performance of a wide variety of 
plants, efficient irrigation and reduced chemi-
cal usage. Plants included are natives, trialed, 
and not commonly grown in this area.  
 
 
 

Please visit the gardens again soon.  
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Planting 
When planting bulbs consider light, water and 
soil conditions.  It is important to have enough 
sun, but maybe not during the heat of the day.   
Each bulb has slightly different care require-
ments, however, there are several things that 
apply to most bulbs.  First of all, make sure 
your bulbs get a half-day of sun when the foli-
age is present. Secondly, find your “hardiness 
zone” and plant bulbs that are recommended 
for your climate.   Thirdly, prepare your soil 
with some organic matter and whatever 
amendments might be needed to make sure it 
drains well.  
 
If you have clay soil, expanded shale or gyp-
sum work well.  For winter bulbs plant at a 
depth of about three times the height of the 
bulb and for spring bulbs and rain lilies leave 
only a little of soil over the bulb.  Amaryllis and 
C r i n u m s 
shou ld  be 
planted with a 
portion of their 
neck above 
the ground and 
t h e  l a r g e 
rounder part of 
the bulb just 
u n d e r  t h e 
ground. Final-
l y,  a lways 
make sure you 
plant bulbs are 
in a well 
drained bed 
and  app l y 
mulch around 
them to keep 
them cool. 

finally disappear completely.  The nutrients 
are taken in through the green foliage during 
photosynthesis is then stored in the bulb un-
derground for next season.  At this point, the 
bulb is considered dormant. 

 
Bulbs grown in 
the right cli-
mates will store 
away the previ-
ous years nutri-
ents and pre-
pare for next 
year's bloom. If 
you are planning 
to move your 
bulbs, this is the 
time to do it. 

 

Naturalizing 
Naturalized bulbs are bulbs that grow, flower 
and multiply successfully.  All of these things 
must take place together for the bulb to be 
labeled a naturalized bulb.  It will take several 
seasons to 
tell which 
bulbs can 
be grouped 
into this 
c a t e g o r y .  
Some may 
multiply, but 
not bloom 
and some 
may not 
make it 
through the 
year if we 
have heavy 
rains.   
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Beautiful  Bulbs 
 
The bulb bed, first planted in October of 2010, 
was developed to demonstrate the growth of a 
variety of bulbs that bloom throughout the 
year in our area.  Our desire is to find the 
ones that come back year after year, are easy 
to grow and maintain, and bloom well.  Fra-
grant colorful bulbs fill many gardens with their 
spectacular blooms but are not planted as 
often as we feel they should be.  Hopefully, 
the bulbs I this bed will catch your eye and 
brighten up your garden!  

Bulbs begin 
by shooting up 
foliage, which 
usually last for 
a couple of 
months.  Once 
you see foli-
age, your bed 
should get sun 
for at least 
half a day for 
photosynthe-
sis to occur.  
Photosynthe-
sis is the pro-
cess by which 
green plants 
use carbon 
dioxide, water 
and sunlight to 

make their own 
food. Bulbs 

need this to be healthy, thrive and multiply.  
Shortly after you see foliage, you can expect a 
beautiful bloom to appear, with the exception 
of a few bulbs that send up the bloom before 
the foliage.  After your bloom fades, the foli-
age will begin to turn yellow, then brown and  

Gladiolus dalenii; Parrot Gladiola 

Snowflake 

Hippeastrum papilio 
Amaryllis Papilio; 
Butterfly Amaryllis 

Hyacinthoides hispanica; Spanish bluebells  


